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The close of the Volume. 1 


The 13th volume, or ist of the new series 
of the Weex.y Recister, is herewith closed. 
The title and index for it may be,expected 
with the first number of the next volume. 

The indispensable obligation to conclude 
the proceédings on the cases of captains Perry 
and Heath, and to get into the number other 
articles that belonged to the period of the vo- 
lume, leaves us no room for any thing of our 
own,except to assure our readers that we close 
it under a grateful sense of the unparalleled 
increase of support which this work has re- 
ceived within the last six months, and to ex- 
press our determination to enter upon the new 
volume with the best endeavors to deserve its 
continuance—and in which, so far as ability 
is afforded, several subjects of great import- 
ance are intended to be treated on—especi- 
ally the demoralizing and pernicious business 
of banking; which we serieusly believe is the 
Pandora’s box that is to fill the republic with 
all sorts of moral and political diseases. 

At this proper period for it, the editor en- 
treats his distant subscribers carefully to ex- 
amin: how matters stand between him and 
them---and that, if any thing should be due, it 
may be aripoog gerd remitted by mail, at the 
editor’s cost and risk, if the subscriber pleases 
sv tosend it. Regularity of payment is the ‘‘es- 
sential oil’ that keeps the press running, and 
the only way in which its independence and 
usefulness can be preserved; it is the grand 
excitement of industry, and stimulus to libe- 
rality—and enables an editor to disregard 
any reasonable expense in furnishing accepta- 
ble matter to his customers. 








Minutes of the proceedings of a general court martial 
assembled and held on board the United States? fri- 
gate Java, inthe harbor of Port Mahon, upon the 
Slst day of December, 1816, and held every day 
afterwards ( Sunday excepted) until the 9th day 
of January, 1817, inclusive. 

PRESENT. 

‘ Captain John Shaw, president. William M. 

Crane, John O. Creighton, John Downes, Major 

John Hall, (marine corps) Captain George W. 

Rodgers, Thomas Gamble, H. B. Breckenridge, 

M. C. William Hall, M. C. Doctor R. S. Kearney, 

judge advocate. 

All persons admitted, read the order of Isaac 
Chauacey, esq. commodore and commander in 
chief of the naval forces of the United States in 
the Mediterranean sea, dated the 30th day of 
December, 1816, directed to captain John Shaw, 
at Port Mahon, for the trial of such prisoners as 
shall be brought before them. 

Capt. John Heath, of the marine corps, appear- 
. d in court, and being asked, declared he. bad no! 

Vou. XTifE——29, 











objection to the members of the court. The mem- 

bers of the court and the judge advocate were 

then duly sworn. The following charges and spe- 
cifications were then read. _ ? 

Charges and the specifications of charges exhibited 
by Oliver H. Perry, esq. captain in the navy of thé 
United States, and commander of the United States 
frigate Juva, against captain John Heath, command- 
ing the guard of marines attached to said ship. 
Charge 1st. Disrespectful, insolent, and con- 

temptuous conduct to me, his superior officer. 

Specification 1st. ‘That he did, on or about the 
22d of July, 1816, on board the U: States [frigate] 
Java, then standing into the bay of Naples, on 
being asked by me “‘why a certain. marine was suf- 
fered to appear on deck in so filthy and dirty a 
dress?”’ reply to me in an insolent, disrespectful, 
and contemptuous manner. 

Specification 2d. That he did, late in the even- 
ing of the 18th of September, 1816, on board the 
United States ship Java, then at an anchor in the 
harbor of Messina, cause a letter written by him- 
self, and couched in language highly improper to 
be used towards his commanding officer, to be 
left on my table in the cabin of said ship. 

Specification 3d. ‘That he did when sent for into 
the said cabin, on being asked why he took such a 
time to write me a letter of that kind, assume a 
deportmeut towards me highly provoking and dis- 
respectful. The aforesaid charge and specifica- 
tions being in violation of a part of the 15th arti- 
cle and a part of the 15th article of rules and re- 

ulations for the better government of the navy of 
the United States. 

Charge 2d. Neglect of duty and unofficerlike 
conduct. 

Spesification 1st. That on or about the evening 
of the 16th of September, 1816, on board the Unit- 
ed States’ ship Java, then at anchor in the harbor 
of Messina, he, the said captain John Heath, did, 
on two marines jumping overboard to swim from 
the ship, neglect to come on deck, al‘hough called 
and informed of this circumstance, alleging as a 
reason therefor the subterfuge of his being sick. 

Specification2d. That he did when ordered by 
me at said time and place to come on deck and 
muster the marines, execute that duty in a care- 
less and indifferent manner, and when the marines 
were mustered, did neglect to report to me until 
called and directed so to do. . 

Specification 3d. That he did neglect, on the 
desertion of said marines from the ship, to také 
those immediate steps for their recovery, that 
become him as commanding officer of the detuch- 
ment to which they belonged, and were requited 
by the urgency of the case. ‘This charge and spe- 
cification being in violation of a part of the 20th 
article and the 28th article of rules and regulatidns 
for the better government of the navy of the Unit- 
ed States. : 

Charge Sd- Wisobedience of orders. 

Specification. Vhat he did; at the time and place 
referred (o in the 3d specification of the 1lst-eharge; 
though repeatedly ordered to be silent, coniinue 
to spe:k, although warned of the consequences; 
and in the same indecorous and contemptuous mar- 
ner aa therein alleped, thereby violating @ part bi 
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the 14th article of rules and regulations for the 
better government of the navy of the United States. 


_ (Signed) 0. H. PERRY. 
L”. States’ ship Java, Algiers Bay, 14th. Oct. 1816. 


Captain Heath -being desired to plead to the 
foregoing charges, pleaded “not guilty:” where- 


upon the court proceeded to trial. 


The following witnesses were duly sworn on the | 
part of the prosecution, to wit, lieut. Joseph Mac- 


pherson, Heut. Edward R. M‘Call, and heut. Park 
G. Howle, allof the frigate Java. 


who states as follows: 


I recollect, on standing into the Bay of Naples, 
captain Pcrry*sent or called to captain Heath, and 


spoke about a marine who was on deck very dirty. 


Captain Heath replied the marines were in want of 


clothmg, or they kad no clothes. 
Witness questioned by the court. ; 

Questic.:. Was captain Heath’s reply to captain 
Perry, when he asked why the marine was suffer- 
edtoceme on deck dirty, disrespectful and inso- 
lent, or otherwise unbecoming? 

Inswer. His manner of reply to captam Perry 
was, L thorght, very disrespectful. 

Question. What did captain Heath say; will you 
describe his manner? : 

Answer. When he came up to captain Perry he 
had his hands in his pockets and his hat a little on 
one side of his head, with a swagger. 
circumstance which attracted my notice. 
him make some remark about the marine clothing, 
but do not distinctly recollect what it was. 

Question. What notice did captain Perry take of 
captain Heath’s conduct at the time, and did he 
appear to feel it as an indignity? 

Answer. Captain Perry iold captain Heath if he 
did [not] take better care of the marines he should 
get somebody that would. Captain Perry then 


It was this. 
I heard | 


res 
Witness questioned by the prisoner. 
Question. Have you not frequently told me that 


‘}you did not believe I intended any disrespect to 


captain Perry that day? 

Answer. 1 recollect on going into the ward room 
to have made some remark which led to the sub- 
ject. You protested solemnly that it was not your 
intention to offer any disrespect to captain Perry: 
I then said I believed you did not, and added that 
I thought you shewed too much dignity on the oc- 


The two latter|casion. 1 have had frequent conversations with 
witnesses were directed to withdraw, and the court 


proceeded to the examination of lieut. Macpherson, 


captain Heath, and he has always made the sime 
protestations, which I was bound to believe. 

Question. Did you never tell me that you thought 
at ‘times there was something unpleasant in my 
manners, and have [ not as often repeated that if 
=o? was unconscious of it and regretted it extreme- 
y! 

Answer. Yes, I have made that observation to 
captain Heath, and he has often remarked that he 
regretted that his manner at times was unpleasant. 

Question. Have I not frequently expressed to sou 
that nothing was further from my intention than 
treating captain Perry with disrespect? 

Answer. 1 have heard captain Heath say so. 

Question. Have you not frequently heard me say 
that I used every exertion to please captain Perry 
in the discharge of my duty? 

Answer. 1 have heard captain Heath say that 
there was no man inthe navy he would sooner 
please than captain Perry; that he regretted ex- 
ceedingly what had happened. 1 heard him say so 





| since his arrest: Captain Heath has always spoken 


in favor of captain Perry as have all the officers of 
ithe ship. 


| The witness withdrew. 

| Lieutenant M‘Call of the Java, states as follows: 
|He knows nothing in relation to the first charge; 
| States in relation to the second, it was reported to 
_me that two marines had jumped overboard. 1 


Yeant over the hammock cloths, evidently to re-}sent down to captain Heath to come on deck; hé 


strain the feelings excited by captain Heath’s man- 
ner. : 

Question. Is not captain Heath in the habit of 
wearing his hat on one side and his hands in his 
pockets? 


Aaswer. T should say that he was in the habit of | 


wearing his hat a little on one side, as well as my 
recellection serves me. I cannot say that Ihave 
observed that he has the habit of carrying his 
hands inhis pockets. 

Quvstion. Is it usual for captain Heath when ad. 


dressing captain Perry on duty, to keep his hands | 


in his pockets? 

Answer. No, I never saw it. 

‘The witness states in relation to the second spe- 
cification of the first charge, that he knows nothing 
in relation thereto; bis information being altogether 
hearsay. His knowledge of the third specification 
is also derived entirely from hearsay. This wit- 
ness knows nothing in relation to the second and 
third charges and specifications. 

Lie wiiness questioned by the prosecutor. 

Question. Lieutenant M‘Pherson bas stated that 


sent me word he was unwell, and requested me to 
call on lieutenant Howle. I heard lieutenant Howle 
engaged in turning out the marines to muster them. 
After relieving lieutenant Turner, who went in a 
boat in pursuit of the deserters, I sent down to 
inform captain Perry of the circumstance. When 
lie came on deck he asked for the commandin 
marine officer. I then sent down for captain Heath 
in captain Perry’s name. Captain Heath then came 
on deck. I heard him hurrying the sergeant, who 
might have been rather slow in executing his duty. 
Captain Perry then called captain Heath to him.— 
Their conversation was so low that I overheard 
nothing. 
Witness questioned by the court. 

Question. Did captain Heath neglect his duty, 
and was his conduct unofficerlike? 

Answer. 1 cannot say with certainty whether he 
did or did not. 

Question. At what time in the evening did this 
occurrence take place? 

Answer. About eight or half-past eight. 

Question. Did captain Heath do his utmost to re- 





Ttoid captain Heath that if he did not pay more 


uttention to the marines, I would get somebody else | 
Had not. captain Heath previously | 


that wouid. 
said ‘o me, that if the marines were dirty he could 
not help it/ 

Answer. I recollect that captain ENath used that 
reply to capiain Perry. 

Question. Was the marine, although m w. rn out 
cloths, clean in compliance with the orders that 





had been issued? Answer. No. 


cover the men, or make any exertions to effect it? 
Answer. | believe he made none. 
Question Do you know whether captain Heath 
was on the sick list at the time the men deserted? 


Answer.{1 do not know: he came from shore, said 
he was unwell, and turned in. 


Question. Had captain Heath been absent fro 
the ship that day, and did you know of his being 
indisposed? 

Answer. He had been absent from the ship. I 
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did not know that he was unwell until he mention- 
ea. 
Question. How often had capt. Heath been called, 
and how long was it before he appeared on deck? 

Answer. Only twice to my knowledge. I suppose 
it was from ten to fifteen minutes before he appear- 
ed on deck. 

Question. Do you know the nature of his indis- 
position? 

Answer. No. 

Question. Did it appear to you that captain 
Heath, from indisposition, was unable to attend to 
his duty earlier? 

Answer. I think he might have got up sooner. 

Question. Has captain Heath generally paid pro- 
per attention to the marines under his command? 

Answer. 1 believe he has. 

Question. Did captain Heath receive an order to 
pursue the men, and was there a boat at his dispo- 
sal for the purpose? 

Answer. There were boats for the purpose; but 
I do not know that captain Ileath received such an 
order. 

The prosecutor declined asking the witness any 
question. 

Witness questioned by the prisoner. 

You have stated to the court, that you believe I 
made no exertions to recover the marines who had 
jumped overboard. After I had ascertained who 
were absent, what exertions do you suppose could 
have been made on my part to recover them with- 
out orders from my commanding officer? 

Answer. | presume you could have made none 
without orders from captain Perry. 

Question. By the court 





5 





Was captain Heath active or dilatory in muster- 
ing the marines? 

Auswer. I heard captain Heath hurrying the ser-: 
geant. Iheard him three or four times tell bim to! 
bear a hand. 

Question. Was captain Heath prompt and active 
on the occasion? 

Answer. Not very. 

Question. By the prosecutor— 

Did captain Heath attend (o the marines until di 
rected so to do by me? 

Answer. 1 believe not. The witness knows no- 
thing in relation to the third charge and specifica- 
tion. 

The witness withdrew. . 

Lieutenant Howle, of marines, examined. Knows 
nothing in relation to the 1st specification of the 
Ist charge. States in relation to the 2nd specifi- 
cation, that when he was called into the cabin, he 
was shown by captain Perry the letter reterred to; 
that he is not competent to decide on its merits; 
presumes it will be taid before the court, who will 
be better able to judge. The witness was not pre 
seni at the time referred to in the 3d specification 
of the Ist charge. 

Question. By the court— 

Do you know whether the conduct of captain 
Heath was highly disrespectful and provoking to- 
wards captain Perry? 

Answer. 1 do not. 

The witness states, in relation to the second 
charge, as follows: 

On the 16th of September, captain Heath went 
on shore and returned: on board in the evening; he 
complained of being unwell, and after some short 
time retired to his state room. Lieutenant For- 


rest, who Was on deck, sent below to inform me,| ed and asked captain Perry if { should put him ing 


that two marines had jumped overboard from the 


‘tions that the occasion called for? 





ship. HPhastened on deck, and meeting one of the | 


ay 


marines, I sent him below to the sergeant to hurry 
the marines on deck for a muster. Captain Perry 
appeared on deck and inquired where capt. Heath 
was. I told him he was below and unwell. He in- 
quired what the matter was. I replied I could not 
inform him. I went on the birth deck, and with 
tHe assistance of the sergeant, got all the marines 
on deck. When Ireturned this time, I found cap- 
tain Heath was on deck in conversation with cap- 
tain Perry. All I heard captain Perry say was, 
“eo, sir, and muster the men, and report to me 
who are absent.” ‘While captain Heath was mus- 
tering the men, captain Perry asked him, “if he 
meant to be all night about it.” As soon as cap- 
tain Heath found out who the absent men were, he 
reported them. After captain Heath had reported 
to captain Perry, he looked at him for some time, 
and said, “‘go below, sir, I have no further use for 
your services.” 

Question. By the court— 

Do you know that captain Heath was indisposed? 

Answer. 1 only know it from his coming on board 
earlier than usual, and his saying so. 

Question. How long was it after you told captain 
Perry that captain Heath complained of being un- 
well before he appeared on deck? 

Answer. In » few minutes; in a very short time, 
for a man who was in bed and had to dress himseif. 

Question. Was the conduct of captain Heath 
prompt and active on this occasion, or otherwise? 

Answer. He turned out, I suppose, as soon as hie 
could, and he hurried the sergeants in their duty. 

Question. Did captain Heath make any efforts to 
muster the marines and ascertain who was absent 
before captain Perry directed him to do so? 

Answer. The marines were got on deck nearly 
as soon as captain Heath got there. He was in 
conversation with captain Perry when I came up. 

Question. Did capiain Heath make those exer- 


ery 
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Answer. As far as was in his power, I suppose, 
hedid. There was no delay in getting the marines 
on deck. I had them on deck as soon as captain 
Heath got there, , 

Question. Was captain Heath so much indispos- 
ed, as, in your opinion, to be incapable of attending 
to his duty? 

Answer. It might have been an inconvenience to 
him to attend to duty, notwithstanding he did so. 

Question. You have stated that captain Heath, 
ate supper after he came on board, did he eat hear- 
tily? 

Answer. T did not observe what he ate. 

Question. Did captain Heath report his case to 
the surgeon? 

Answer. 1 do not know. I donot know whether 
he was on board. 

The witness states, in relation to the third 
charge, that when he entered the cabin captain 
Perry said to him, “sir, I have arrested this man; 
he has not only dared to write me an insulting jet- | 
ter, but he has insulted me in my cabin.” The © 
only words I heard from eaptain Heath, were about 
feelings. Captain Perry ordered him to keep ‘si- 
lence, or he would put himin irons. Captain Heath > 
said very well. Captain Perry then told him ifhe § 
repeated those words again he would knock him § 
down. Captain Heath again replied very well; up-§ 
on which captain Perry struck him. He then or-§ 
dered me to take him ont and put him in irons. ER 
conducted captain Heath out of the c:bin, retura-] 
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Wituess questioned by the court. 

Question. Were captain Heath’s language and 
manner respectful or disrespectful to captain Perry 
at the time specified? 

Answer. 1 did not conceive them disrespectful. 
‘’he only words Theard him say, were “very well.” 
lis gestures I did not observe. 

Question. Were those words uttered in a con- 
temptuous manner? 

Answer. I did not conceive that they were. 

The court adjourned to meet on Wednesday 
morning, 10 o’clock. 

Wednesday morning, January 1st, 1817. 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. Pre. 
sent, the president, members, and judge advocate. 

Lieutenant Howle’s examination continued.— 
The presecutor declined questioning the witness. 

The witness questioned by the prisoner. 

Question. When you was first apprised of the 
two marines having deserted from the ship on the 
evening of the 16th September, did you not know 
that I had retired to bed and believe me to have 
been unwell? 

Answer, I believed you to be unwell from your 
retiring, and from your saying so. 

Question. Did you receive any orders or instruc- 
tions from me to muster the marines to discover 
who were missing, and to take proper steps to re- 
cover them? 

Answer. T received orders from captain Heath 
through a midshipman to muster the marines and 
ascertain who were missing, and to attend to the 
duty, that he himself was unwell. I received no 
order which related to the recovery of the men. 

Question. After T came on deck, and had the ma- 
vines mustered and reported to captain Perry, do 
you believe that I had it in my power to have made 
any further exertious for their recovery? 

Answer. No, ¥ do not think you had. 

Question. Was I careless and indifferent in mus- 
tering the marines after I came on deck on the even- 
iug of the 16th September? 

Answer. I did not perceive that you were care- 
fess about it. After you were done with captain 
Perry you spoke to and hurried the sergeant. 

Question. Have you any reason to believe from 
my general character and conduct on board this 
vessel that I would descend to a falsehood or sub- 
terfuge in order to evade my duty? 

Answer. Not the least. 

Question. From the observations which you made 
in the cabin on the evening of the 18th September, 
when 1 was in conversation with captain Perry, do 
you not think that my language ard deportment 
towards him were extremely forbearing and mild? 

~inswer. Y should suppose it was mild. 

‘The witness withdrawn. 

Voetor Parsons, surgeon of the Java, duly sworn. 

Question. Was captain Heath on the sick list on 
the evening of the 16th September, or did he re. 
port himself to you at that time? 

Answer. He was not on the sick list on that even- 
ing. He compisined to me on the following morn- 
ing of a slight indisposition. He did not report 
j¢mself to me on the evening of the 16th Sepiem- 
ber. 

Witness questioned by prisoner. 

Question. Were you on board this ship early in 
the evening of the 16th September. 

Answer. I do not recollect being out of the ship 
OH that evening. 

Question. Have I ever endeavored to evade my 
duty by feigning indisposition, or alleging as an 
excuse, the subterfuge of being sick? ’ 


woot, 


Answer. I do not recollect that captain Heath 
ever feigned indisposition. He was always actual- 
ly indisposed when he applied for my assistance. 

Question. Do not causes of indisposition often 
occur which disqualify a man for the exercise of 
duty, when there is no symptom apparent to a per- 
son unacquainted with medicine? 

Answer. Such cases do occur. 

Question. Could he then form an opinion of the 
existence of such indisposition? 

Answer. He could not. 

The witness withdrawn. 

Lieut. M‘Pherson examined by the prisoner. 

Question. You are the executive officer of this 
ship, did you convey to me the order which you 
received from captain Perry when going into Na- 
ples on the 22d July, for the ship’s crew to be 
cieaned? 

-Inswer. The order was promulgated throughout 
the ship in the usual manner. I cannot recollect 
whether or not captain Heath was especially noti- 
fied of it. | 

Question. You say that my manner of replying to 
captain Perry relative to the dirty appearance of 
the marine, was disrespectful; was it also contemp- 
tuous or insulting? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Did captain Perry, after this occur- 
rence on the quarter deck, ever speak to you of 
the disrespectful, contemptuous, and insulting re- 
ply he had received from me, and if so, how long 
after. 

Answer. Three or four days afterwards, captain 
Perry mentioned to me that his feelings had been 
very much excited at the manner in which captain 
Heath replied to him on the occasion referred to. 

Question. Did captain Perry notice my reply to 
him at the time in any manner, either by arrest, 
suspension from duty, reprimand or otherwise? 

Answer. He did not arrest or suspend captain 
Heath, but to!d him if he did not pay more atten- 
tion to the marines, ke would get somebody that 
would. 

Question. How long have you been under the 
command of capt. Perry. 

Answer. Eserved under capt. Perry in 1808, at 
New York, and also on lake Ontario, and have 
been his first lieutenant for the last fourteen or 
fifieen months. 

Question. From the knowledge you have of 
capt. Capt. Perry’s character, and his rules and 
system of discipline, do you think he would suf- 
fer any officer under his command to treat him 
in a disrespectful, insolent and contemptuous man- 
ner, without an immediate arrest or suspension 
from duty, or otherwise notice it? 

Answer. I have never known an instance but 
the present. 

Question. Have you any reason to believe from 
my general character and conduct on board this 
ship, that I would descend to a falsehood or sub- 
terfuge, in order to evade my duty? 

Answer. 1 have no reason to believe you would. 

The witness withdrawn. 

Lieut. M’Call re-examined by the prisoner. 

Question. Were you on the quarter deck of 
this ship on the 22d of July when I replied to capt. 
Perry relative to a certain marine who was dirty 
in his appearance? 

Answer. I might have been but I do not recol- 
lect the circumstance. 

Question. Do you believe that my complaint of 
indisposition on the evening of the 16th September, 
when sent for in consequence of the desertion of 
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the two marines, was a subterfuge or an excuse to | Witness questioned by the court. °° * 


evade my duty? 

Answer. No. 

Question. When I came on deck I hurried the 
sergeants in mustering the marines, did you at the 
time think I performed that duty in a careless, in- 
different manner? 

Answer. He hurried the sergeant very often, he 
appeared very anxious to get throygh, in order to 
make his report. 

Question. After I had mustered the marines, 
and reported them to capt Perry, did you hear 
capt. Perry say to me that he had no further use 
for my services on board that ship, and order me 
below? 

Answer. Captain Heath was called by captain 
Perry. Some conversation took place between 
them which I did not hear. Captain Heath then 
went below, and I concluded he was suspended. 

The witness withdrawn. 

Midshipman Buchanan, of the Java, duly sworn 
on the part of the prisoner: 

States he was on deck the night the two ma- 
rines jumped overboard. He was sent below to in- 
form captain Heathof it. Captain Heath observed 
to him that he was unwell, and to give his compli- 
ments to lieutenant and request him to let 
lieutenant Howle know the circumstance. 

Question. From my manner of speaking to you 
did you not think me indisposed? 

Answer. Lonly thought so from your telling me 
so. You spoke ina low tone of voice. 

The witness withdrawn. 

Midshipman Overton, of the Java, duly sworn. 

Questioned by the prisoner. 

Question. When you came to my state room on 
the evening of the 16th of September, to inform me 
that captain Perry wished to see me on deck, was 
I not making every exertion to obey the summons? 

Answer. Yes. 

The witness withdrawn. 

Corporal Philpot and John Coleman, belonging to_ 
the Java, duly sworn on the part of the prisoner. 

Corporal Philpot questioned by the prisoner. 

Question. Do you know of any thing that took | 
place in the cabin of the frigate Java, between cap- 
tain Perry and myself, on the evening of the 18th 
of September last? 

Answer. I was corporal of the guard on the even- 
ing referred to. I was sitting outside of the cabin 
door, on a match tub. Captain Heath passed me 
and went into the cabin. I heard captain Perry say 
to captain Heath, how dare you, sir, have the assur- 
ance to write me such aletter. Captain Heath re- 
plied to him and I heard him use the word feelings. 
Captain Perry said, if you repeat that again, I will 
knock you down. He called for his sword, and 
for the officer of marines, to take captain Heath 
and put him in irons. Lieutenant Howle appear- 
ed, and led captain Heath by the arm out of the 
cabin, and took him tohis state room. Lieutenant 
Howle returned, and enquired of captain Perry if 
he should put captain Heath in iyons; he. told him 
no, but to put him in his state room, under charge 








or three inches of being shut. 


Question. Where did this conversation take 


place; in the forward or after cabin? 


Answer. In the forward cabin. i 
Question. How long was captain Heath in the 


cabin? 


Answer. About tenor fifteen minutes. 
Question. Was the door open on shut? 
Answer. The door was on a jar, it wanted two 


Question. Did captain Perry call for his sword 


before Mr. Howle came in, or was it after? 


Answer. Before Mr. Howle came in. 
The witness was ordered to withdraw. 
John Coleman examined as follows, by the pris- 


oner: 


Question. Do you know any thing that took place 


in the cabin of the frigate Java, between captain 


Perry and myself, on the evening of the 18th ‘of 


September last? 


Answer. 1 remember captain Petry sending for 
captain Heath. After captain Heath came into the 


cabin, I heard captain Perry call for his sword. 


I did not know what it was for, at that time. Then 
he called for the marine officer, as far as I could 
understand, to put captain Heath in double irons. 
Then lieutenant Howell (Howle) led captain Heath 
out of the cabin door. Lieutenant Howell stepped 
back, and asked captain Perry if he should put 
captain Heath in irons. Captain Perry said no: put 
him in his room, and place a sentry over him. 

Question. Did you see any thing disrespectful, 
insolent, orcontemptuous in my conduct towards 
captain Perry that evening? 

Answer. No; I did not. 

Witness questroned by the court. 

Question. Was the cabin door shut or open? 

Answer. The cabin door was nearly shut. 

Question. Are you sure it was double irons? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question Did you distinctly hear captain Perry 
order captain Heath in irons? 

Answer. Lheard captain Perry order some per- 
son put in irons. I did not know who it was at 
that time. 

Question. Did-you hear what captain Heath 
said to captain Perry, to cause his being ordere 
in irons. 

Answer. No; I did not. 

Question. In what part of the ship were you 
when this took place? 

Answer. Iwas on post, at the cabin door. 

Question. Was there any other person in the 
cabin besides captain Perry and captain Heath, at 
the time you heard somebody ordered ‘to be put in 
irons? 

Answer. There was another person besides: he 
came on board with the captain, that night. 

The witness withdrew. 

Evidence on the part of the prisoner closed. 

The court adjourned,- to. meet on Thursday 
morning, 10 o’clock. 

Thursday morning, January 2, 1817. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. Pre- 





of asentry. 1 hada sentry in waiting, and when 
lieutenant Howle returned, I was ordered by him to 
withdraw him, which order I obeyed. 

Question. Did you see any thing disrespectful, 
insolent or contemptuous in my conduct towards 
captain Perry, that evening? 

Answer. I was not present during their conver- 
gation, and captain Heath spoke so low, that 1 
could not understand what he said. 


sent, the president, members, and judge advocate. 
| Captain Perry being called upon to give his evi- 
| dence in the case, addressed the court to the fol- 
‘lowing purport: ! é 
Permit-me, gentlemen of the court, before I 
commence my testimony, to observe, that I have 
been upwards of eighteen years in the service, and 
this is-the first time Ihave ever stood before a 
|court martial as a prosecutor, and captain Héath 
‘vs the first marine officer with whom T ever hall 
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any difficulty. Amongst that class of officersthere] The following is a copy of the letter referred to 


are many, who, from a long acquaintance, I enter- 
tain a sineere respect for, and it is with extreme 
regret that I have been compelled to bring charges 
against one of the corps. How much I have look- 
ed over in the conduct of captain Heath, he well 
knows. Whenever he has acted improperly, he 
has only received friendly admonition, and until 
the evening of the 18th of September, respectful 
and kind treatment. 

Captain Perry was then duly sworn, and stated 
as follows: On standing into the bay of Naples, at 
the time referred to, in the charge, I observed a 
marine come on the quarter deck, in a very dirty 
condition, although an order had been issued be- 
fore, that every person should be particularly clean 
in their dress. [I sent for captain Heath or called 
to him, I do not recollect which, and pointed to the 
marine; captain Heath approached me in a manner 
which I thought indecorus, and unbecoming. I 
told him, that a man in the dress and condition of 
the marine, was a disgrace to the ship, and I be. 
lieve [ said to the carps. He replied, he had re- 
ported « want of clothing, and if the marines were 
not clean, he could not help it. I then told him if 
he could not, I would find same one that would 
{ leant over the hammock cleths, to suppress the 
feelingg: occasioned by the conduct of captain 
Heaths On captain Heath sending me the letter 
which is now before the court, and of whicl:, Icom- 
plain, l sent for him tq come into the afier cubin; | 
mereiy asked him the occasion of his sending me 
sucha letter. He a:g'tmed at once a manner which 
was irritating, in the highest degree, both in person 
and in looks, shaking his head at me; this had the 
eff-ct which might have been expected, and I ex- 
pressed my indignation in warm terms. After 
some further conversation, I ordered him to be si- 
Jent, and sent for the second marine officer. Cap- 
tain Heath paid no attentionto my orders. Previ- 
ous to this I asked him if he was aware to whom 
he was speaking, and where he was. He replied, 
in an insulting tone, and throwing himself back, 
with a contemptuous smile, said he presumed he 
was speaking to captain Perry, and was in the Java’s 
cabin, or words to that effect. I arrested, and 
repeatedly ordered him to be silent. He continu- 
ed to reply until he was taken out of the cabin, and 
all my efforts to make him keep silence, were ipef- 
fectual. 

When the marines jumped overboard and after 
Thad got on deck, [ asked for captain Heath; to 
my surprise he was not on deck. I was told he 
was sick; it was the first time I had heard of his 
being so. { enquired repeatedly the nature of his 
jndisposition. No one could tel]. I then ordered 
him on deck. When he made his appearance there, 
he said nothing about his indisposition; nor did 
T find his name on the sjck report of the surgeon 
the next day; neither have I heard since, that he 
really was indisposed. I djrected him to muster 
the marines. After a lapse of some time, being 
extremely anxious to know the number of men 
who had deserted, I sent for him, and demanded 
why he was so dilatory; he replied, the marines 
were mustered; I asked why he had not reported; 
he said he did not yet know hqw many were gone. 
Afier some further delay, I at length obtained a 


‘report; not however in the short time stated by lieu- 


tenant Howle. It was from fifteen totwenty minutes, 
at least, afier I gat on deck, and afier I had given 
the order to muster the marines, that I obtained 
the report; a length of time which I deemed altp- 
gether unnecessary. 


~~" 


in the foregoing testimony: 
_U. S. frigate Java, Messina, 18th Sept. 1816. 

Srr—On the evening of the 16th instant, I was 
ordered below by you from the quarter deck of this 
ship, with these words, or to this effect: “I have na 
further use for your services on board this ship.” 

I have waited until this moment to know why I 
have been thus treated, and, being ignorant of the 
cause, request my arrest and charges. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN HEATH, capt. marines, 
Capt, O. H. Perry, commanding U.S. F. Jawa. 
Capt. Perry questioned by the court. 

Question. Was it in the forward or after cabin 
that this conversation with captain Heath took 
place? 

Answer. A part in the forward and q part in the 
afier cabin. 

Question. When captain Heath replied that he 
was speaking to captain Perry, &c. &c. did he 
smile? 

Answer. Yes. He had a sardonic grin on his face 
and a contemptuous look. 

Question. Was any other person in the cabin at 
the time? 

Alnswer. Mr. Anderson, the consul at Tunis, was 
present. He is a very material witness in the case, 
and I regret very much that I cannot have the be- 
netit of his testimony. 

The witness questioned by the pr°soner. 


Question. What were the precise words which 7 — 


used in reply to you relative to the dirty appear- 
ance of the marine alluded to in the first specifi- 
cation of the first charge, and which you say was 
insolent, disrespectful and contemptuous. 

Answer. I do not recollect the precise words. 

Question. Why did you not arrest or suspend me 
at the time, conceiving, as you did, that my con- 
duct merited it? 

Captain Perry objected answering this question 
and submitted it to the court. The court was then 
cleared, and it was decided that the question was 
an improper one, and the witness not bound to 
answer it. The parties were thcn admitted, and the 
determination of the court made known. Captain 
Perry explained that he only objected to the ques- 
tion from a sense of its inutility in the case. He 
would now, however, give a voluntary answer to 
the question, in order to remove any impressions, 
if such there were, that he was influenced by any 
other motive than that which he had already stated. 
He gave the following answer: ‘“That it was from 
a reluctance to suspend or arrest any officer when 
there was a possibility to avoid it.” The prisoner 
prayed the court to record the proceedings in this 
case, which the court hereby grant. 

Question. Did you not, on the quarter-deck of this 
ship, on the evening of the 16th of September, when 
I came to you by your orders, tell me I had been 
sent for several times, and that I had sent you word 
I was sick, and did I not, on that occasion, reply 
to you that I was unwell, and had been so all day? 

Answer. I have norecoHection of your telling me 
you were sick. 

Question. Did not lieut. Howle inform you before 
I came on deck, that I was unwell? 

Answer. He did so. 

Question. Was not lieut. Howle attending to 
sending up from below and mustering the marines 
when you sent for me on the evening of the 16th of 
September? 

Answer. I believe he was. I directed him so to do 





Question. What reason have you to suppose tha 
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my complaint of indisposition, on being-sent for| 
from deck, was a subterfuge or an excuse to evade 
my duty? j 

Answer. I supposed that an active officer, on such 
an occasion, even if he was a little indisposed,ought 
to have come on deck. 








Answer. Yes: he did so, but I told him to remain 
that I was not yet done with him. I then sent for 
the second marine officer, and arrested captain 
Heath. 

Question. Did I not report to you on the evening 
of the 16th of September, the marines who were 


Question. Have you any reason to question my| absent, and was not my report made in a very re- 


veracity? 

Answer. T must have had some reason from the 
the circumstance of your not appearing on the sick 
list. This is the universal custom of ‘the service 
and of this ship, and IT am entitled to the services 
of all my men and officers who are not so reported. 

Question. Would it have been proper for me to 
have ordered a boat and sent officers and men in 
pursuit of the deserters without your orders? 

Answer. Certainly not. You must first obtain per- 
mission from myself or from the executive officer. 
~ Question. Did you not prevent my taking any 
further steps than I did to secure the deserters, by 
telling me you had no further use for my services 
‘on board. and ordering me below? 


spectful and explicit manner? 

Answer. Yes. 

The evidence for and against the prosecution 
being here closed, captain Heath moved the court 
to allow him until Saturday, morning, 11 o’clock, 
te prepare his defence, which was granted accord. 
ingly. 3 

The court adjourned, to meet on Friday morn- 


ing, 11 o’clock. 


Friday morning, January 3, 1817. 
The court met and adjourned, to meet on Safur- 
day morning, 11 0’clock. 
Saturday mornng, January 4, 1817. 


The court met pursuant to adjournment. Pre- 


sent, the president, members, and judge advocate. 


Answer Certainly. You were suspended and sent | Captain Heath appeared in court, and being called 
below, and could not, of course, take any further} upon, addressed the court, a copy of which address 


steps. 
Question. What do you mean to be understood 


is hereunto annexed. 


The court was then ordered to be cleared. and 


by the words in the third specification of the first} the whole of the evidence read over by the judge 
charge—“why he, (captain Heath) took such a time| advocate, and the following sentence pronounced. 


to write to mea letter of that kind?” 
Answer. What I meant by that was your sending 


SENTENCE. 
The court, after mature deliberation on the tes- 


me the letter at night. I think it was about eleven| timony adduced, and having weighed and consider- 
o’clock. This, I consider, a very improper time to| ed the whole matter, together with what the pri- 


be addressed on business of that kind. 


Question. Do you know at what time I sent you|charges are in part proven. 


this letter? 

Answer. I found the letter in my cabin, on my 
table, when I returned on board. [had left the ship 
about an hour before. 


soner had to offer in his defence, agree that the 


The court doth, in 
conformity thereto, find the prisoner guilty of the 
first charge, and guilty of the first and third spe- 
cification of said charge. The court also fin: the 
prisoner guilty of the second specification of the 


Question. What do you perceive in the letter I} first charge, so far as it accuses the prisoner with 


addressed to you, requesting an investigation of my 
conduct, to be either improper or reprehensible? 


writing and sending the letter, but acquit him of 


using language therein highly improper to be used 


Answer. I have already expressed my entire dis-| to his commanding officer. 


approbation of the letter. It is before the court, 
for them to judge of. 

Question. Do you not think that every officer, 
when laboring under a suspension from duty, and 
conscious himself that he is injured, has a right to 
request an investigation of his conduct? 

Answer. At a suitable time. 

Question. What was the language you addressed 
to me on approaching you in your cabin, on the 
night of the 18th of September? 

Answer. I addressed myself to vou with some 
degree of warmth, but respectfully. I enquired 
why you chose such a time to write me a letter of 
that description. 

Captain Perry not being bound to answer the fore- 
going question, the reply which he has given to it 
is a voluntary one, and the court direct that it shall 
be so noted. 

Question.. After you spoke to me concerning the 
letter I wrote to you on the evening of the 18th of 
September, did I not reply to you in this manser, 
or to this effect: that I was very sorry you had 
construed the letter into insolence, as it was very 
far from my intention to insult you, my object be- 
ing to obtain arrest and charges? 

Answer. At some period of the conversation you 
assured me it was not your intention to insult me, 
but your conduct was so much at variance with your 
assurances, that [ paid no attention to them. 

Question. On finding you much irritated in your 
cabin, on the evening referred to, did I not attempt 


The court acquit the prisoner of the second 
charge, and of all the specifications annexed there- 
to, and find him guilty of the third charge, and the 
specification to said charge. The court doth, there- 
fore, from the circumstances of the case, adjudge 
the prisoner to receive a private reprimand from 
the president of the court, and he 1s hereby sen- 
tenced accordingly. 
(Signed) JOHN SHAW, President. 

WILLIAM CRANE, 

JOHN ORDE CREIGHTON, 

JOHN DOWNES, 

JOHN HALL, 

GRORGE W. RODGERS, 

THOMAS GAMBLE, 

H. M. BRECKENRIDGE, capt. M. C. 

WILLIAM HALL. 

R. S. Keanner, J. A. 
United States’ ship Washington, 
Port Ma/ion, 10th January, 1817. 
(Approved.) : 
(Signed) 1. CHAUNCEY, 

Commodore and commander in chie/. 





Mr President and members of this honorable court, 

I little expected, on leaving my native country, 
that I should be arraigned before a public tribunal. 
But it appears it has fallen to my lot to be thus 
conspicuous. I will not waste the time of this 
court in needless declamation or unnecessary di- 
gressions; but shall aim at the vindicatioa of my 





to leave the cabin, when you ordered me to remain? 


character and conduct; to rescue which, from the 
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imputation of a charge, I submit to your conside- 
ration a few remarks. 

! shall proceed to notice the first specification 
to the first charge, of disrespectful, insolent and 
contemptuous conduct. It appears, from the evi- 
dence which the witness has stated in this case to 
the court, that he thought my conduct disrespect. 
ful to captain Perry; yet it also appears, when ques 
tioned by me, that he does not believe I intend- 
ed any disrespect to captain Perry. My manner 
of disrespect is also described by having my hat on 
one side of my hea, and my hands in my pockets. 
It really did not occur to me before, that being 
in this particular situation (as described by the 
witness) was intended to convey disrespect, or 
considered as a mark of insolence or contempt: if 
so, I have been frequently guilty of the same 
thing I have frequently, Mr. President, been 


_in such a situation, and without a knowledge of it 


at the time: yet the witness does not inform this 
court, that as soon as I was called by captain Per- 
ry, that J placed my hat and my hands in the situ- 
ation he described: my manner of approaching cap- 
tain Perry, too, is not unnoticed: it is represented 
as being in a kind of swagger. Icontess, Mr, Pre- 
sident, [have not the advantage of some men, as 
regards the attitude of walking. It may be also 
true, that I am not remarkable for walking in a 
handsome manner; I have probably not paid that 
attention to this particular as others have. Every 
circumstance which the witness has stated, may 
bave occurred, and yet by no means intended as 
disrespect, insolence or contempt to captain Peiry. 
As I have before observed, the witness has stated 
to the court, that when questioned by meas to the 
circumstance, he did not believe I intended any 
disrespect to captain Perry, yet he observes, he 
was bound to believe me, from mesolemnly assert- 
ing that I did not. I do not recollect of ever pledg- 
jng my honor, or solemnly averring on the occa- 
sion, as | deemed my word sufficient. The evi- 
dence of the witness is however before this honor. 
able court, and they will judge how far it will af. 
fect me. 

Lhave a faint recollection of the circumstances, 
as the first specification states to have occurred on 
the 22d July. I remember, however, captain Per- 
ry’s calling or sending for me on the quarter dezk, 
and pointing out to me a marine who was badly at- 
tired. I confess, I was much mortified to see the 
situation of the marine, particularly as I had al- 
ways endeavored to make the detachment appear 
as respectable as possible. Imentioned to captain 
Perry the situation of the guard as respected cloth- 
ing, that ] had addressed him before on the same 
subject, and could not help it, or words to that ef- 
fect. lLobseryed this, [ thought, to captain Perry, 
in my usual manner when [ addressed him, which 
I have ever deemed respectful and polite. 

Captain Perry, from his manner, was evidently 
much incensed, but I presumed it was more at the 
appearance of the marine, than any thing else; for 
I can assure this honorable court, that so far from 
intending to treat captain Perry with disrespect on 
the occasion, I was astonished 'to find it a charge 
against me. 

Captain Perry has been pleased to state to this 
court, in answer to my gnestion, “why he did not 
arrest or suspend me at the time,” that it was from 
an indisposition to arrest or suspend any Officer 
where there was a probability to avoid it. Does it 
not appear then, that captain Perry overlooked my 
conduct on that day? It was passed over. I was 





pen <i 


Why then, let me ask this honorable court, is this 
circumstance produced against me as a charge, 
under the arrest of the 18th September? I beg 
that ‘he court will take this under their serious 
consideration. 

With regard to the second specification of the 
first charge, I have to observe, that the letter, as 
therein expressed to be written, has been produced 
to this court, and will be left to its wise determi- 
nation to judge how far it may be deemed insolent 
and disrespectful. But I hope this court will take 
into consideration the circumstances under which 
it was written. I was ordered below on the 16th 
September without knowing the cause. I remain- 
ed below for two days, under feelings the most 
mortifying—I felt no longer able to bear the indig- 
nity which I conceived in the manner attached in 
sending me below. The wise and salutary laws of 
our country provide for the punishment of offen- 
ders in any situation, and also afford redress to 
the injured. Had I neglected my duty, or acted 
in any manner unbecoming the officer and gentle- 
man, I will ask this honorable court if the proper 
mode of proceeding was not by acourt martial. 

Under those feelings of mortification, which I 
have already obscrved to the court, I wrote the let- 
ter which is stated in the second specification of 
the first charge, 

The third specification I shall duly notice. We 
come now to the charge of neglect of duty, and its 
several specifications, I am charged, in the first 
instance, with having screened myself from duty 
on the night of the 16th of September, under the 
subterfuge of being sick. As this charge, it appears, 
has attracted no little attention of the court, it may 
not be amiss to dwell a little on it. I am accused 
of resorting to the subterfuge of sickness, in order 
to evade the exercise of my duty. In the first place 
I shall observe, that in the numerous catalogue of 
diseases by which we are occasionally afflicted, 
many often occur where it is entirely impossible 
for the most sagacious physician to detect the na- 
ture and extent, by any external signs. They may 
elude the most subtle tact of medical art. For the 
truth of this fact I appeal to the testimonyof all me- 
dical men. These cases, of indisposition, too, may be 
so sudden and severe, asto disqualify us immediately 
for the exercise of duty. But it is asserted that the 
cominanding officer is not bound to believe any man 
unfit for duty until he is reported so by the sur- 
geon. But is the surgeon bound to report every case 
of sickness, immediately on his knowledge of it, 
without an order to this effect from the captain? 
This will not be found to be the case, in any of the 
existing customs or regulations of the navy. The 
surgeon is ordered to make his report of sick at 
certain specified times, and never recurs to his 
commanding officer to inform him of every indivi- 
dual case, immediately as it may happen to be pre- 
sented to him. It follows then from the above 
facts, that in the case of sickness, the testimony 
of the sick man must ultimately be admitted as 
complete and sufficient evidence for its existence 
that the report of such indisposition is always re- 
gulated by order of the captain himself. If then, 
the circumstance of sickness be received as a 8a- 
tisfactory plea for incapacity of duty, the charge 
here exhibited in this specification, even if exa- 
mined by the most rigid mode of reasoning, in such 
cases, is entirely invalidated. But I trust lam not 
here reduced to the necessity of appealing before 
this court, to the rigid decrees of law, even sup- 
posing that they did not in this instance, operate 


punished, inasmuch as J receiyed a reprimand.—|in my fayor. No, I feel conscious of bearing such 














Ps 


NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 21, 1818--NAVAL AFFAIRS. | 429 





were 





a reputation among my fellow men, as to defy the 
malicious attacks of any one. I trust it will ap- 
pear to this honorable court, that the evidence is 
perfectly satisfactory in my behalf. 

As to the second and third specifications under 
the charge of neglect of duty, and unofficer-like 
conduct, I shall pass them unnoticed. The evi- 
dence relative to those specifications, is before this 
court, which will judge how far my conduct is re- 
prehensible. 4 

The last charge of disobedience of orders, and 
the third specification of the first charge, present 
themselves to view, My prosecutor has stated to 
this honorable court, that when I approached bim 
in his cabii, cn the evening of the 15th of Septem- 
ber, that I assumed at once a manner which was 
irritating in the highest degree. He does not in- 
form this court the language I received on ap- 
proaching him in his cabin. Suppose we admit for 
a moment, that I’did assume such a manner, (but 
which I do not admit) is there a being in existence, 
possessing nice and honorable feelings, could tame 
ly submit to be abused with impunity? On ap- 
proaching captain Perry, I received harsh and im- 
proper language. I felt conscious that I did not 
deserve such treatment; I was thunderstruck for a 
moment; I was at aloss to know whether the scene 
before me was real or imaginary. I found captain 
Perry much irritated; I used gentle language to 
appease him; I found my efforts ineffectual; [ in- 
formed captain Perry I possessed the feelings of a 
gentleman, held a commission as well as himself, 
and should have redress for such language. [I at- 
tempted to leave the cabin, but was ordered to 
remain. Figure to yourselves, Mr. president, and 
members of this court, my peculiar situation on 
that evening. I was arraigned before my com- 
manding officer in his cabin; 1 received harsh and 
irritative language; I was ordered to be silent, and 
not toleavethe cabin. Is it possible that my feel- 
ings could have been restrained on the occasion? 
My indignation was, no doubt, expressed in my 
countenance. I might have assumed a deportment 
observed to this honorable court, by my prosecu- 
tor; but was it without cause? Show me the being 
in existence, who regards his honor and reputation, 
who would have acted with less appearance of re- 
sentment. A wanton and outrageous attack is 
made on me, and I am debarred by the exertion 
of an arbitrary power, the privilege of self-defence, 
which is guaranteed to us all by the laws of God. 
My character, which is dearer to me than life, as- 
saulted, and every weapon of defence interdicted. 
Can this be suffered? Nature herself revolts at it; 
she will not endure that all the finest and noblest 
feelings, the sublimest portion of her ethereal 
spirit be thus rudety violated. The ground of 
honor is consecrated, it is impaled by barriers 
which the hand of tyranny must not invade. 

Mr. president, I am about to submit my cause to 
this honorable court. A few words and I have 
done. My replication to the charges and specifi- 
catjons in question, has been drawn up in a hurry. 
I have not replied to them as I could wish, but my 
semtiments are conveyed. It is sufficient. From 
the evidence which has been adduced before this 
court, I trust it willappear that I am not guilty 
of anyone charge or specification alleged against 
me. If my manner has been construed ‘into con- 
tempt, and my words. misrepresented, I regret it, 
because such was not intended; and it has already 
been stated to this court, that it is believed I never 


Whatever, then, may be the determination of 
this court from the proud consciousness of my in- 
nocence, I shall derive consolation. : 
(Signed) JOHN HEATH, 
Captain Marines: 








Increase of the Navy. 


OFFICIAL REPORT. 

Navy Cmmissioners’ Office, January 20, 1818. 
Strn—The board of navy commissioners have 
been honored with your communication of the 9th 
instant, enclosing a copy of a resolution of the ho- 
norable the senate, and requiring of them all the 
information within their knowledge, in relation to 
the objects of that resolution. 
In obedience to this call, they make the follow- 
ing report, and accompany it with a detailed state- 
ment, marked A, which they trust will be found to 
meet fully your views of the information required. 

Of the proceedings which have been had under 
the act for the gradual increase of the navy, the 
exhibit will show: 

That contracts have been entered into for the 
live oak frames, cut to moulds, of eight line of 
battle ships, and eight frigates; that the frame of 
one line of battle ship and one frigate, is now cut- 
ting from Blackbeard Island, under the direc- 
tion of the board, from timber belonging to the 
United States; that one line of battle ship is now 
building from promiscuous timber, collected at 
this navy yard, and that there is also promiscuous 
live oak for framing a frigate, collected and col- 
lecting at this yard, which make the frames of ten 
line of battle ships and ten frigates. 

Of the contracts, however, it has been ascertain- 
ed that one which embraced the quantity of live 
oak required for the frames of one line of battle 
ship and two frigates, will not be executed; and 
doubts are entertained whether another of the con- 
tracts, which is for the frames of two ships of the 
line and two frigates, will be executed. Hence the 
commissioners can only state, with any degree of 
certainty, that provision has been made for the 
frames of seven ships of the line and six frigates. 

Of the copper and lead required in the construc- 
tion of the ships authorized, when the quantity 
contracted for shall be delivered, (and nearly all 
has been delivered,) we shall have a sufficiency for 
all the ships of the line authorized ard for ten fri- 

ates. 

P Of white oak and pine, it will be perceived that 
we have contracted for, and otherwise provided, as 
follows: 

A sufficient quantity of oak plank for seven ships 
of the line and four frigates, and nearly ali the pine 
plank required for seven ships of the line and four 
frigates.” 

Beams for five ships of the line and four frigates. 

Ledges, long combings, and ranging timber for 
seven ships of the line and five frigates. 

Knees for six ships of the line and three frigates 

Mast stuff for three ships of the line and two fri- 
gates; and we have also engaged, and have now de- 
livering, the keels and keelson pieces for five ships 
of the line and one frigate. 

Of cannon, carronades, round and grape-shot, 
we have contracted for the quantity required for 
two ships of the line. 

Of iron, we have engaged, and have now on hand, 
nearly all that is required for four ships ofthe line 
and one frigate. 





intended any disrepect to captain Perry. 


_ Upon the subject of the steam batteries, autho- 
:rigzed by the law for the “‘gradual increase of the 
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anchor shop at this navy yard, where all the anchors 


‘gradual increase of the navy,” are regular two-deck 
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navy,’’ the commissioners have engaged one steam 
engine of one hundred horse power. 
The commissioners have also established an 


required will be made. They aré also making at 
this yard iron cables. | 

One ship of the line is ordered to be laid down 
at each of the following navy yards, viz: 


Portsmouth, Boston, 
New-York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Norfolk, 


Preparations are also making in each of these 
yards, and materials to a considerable extent have 
been collected, 

Of the ships ordered to be laid down, those at 
New York, Norfolk, and Washington, have been 
put on the stocks, and are progressing; these at 
the other points named, will be laid down as soon 
as circumstances will admit. 

The ships now building under the act for “the 


ships, and unless guns be mounted on their gang- 
way, which isnot usual, they will mount the same 
number of guns with our present seventy-fours.— 
Ilitherto no ship having but two decks, has rated 
higher than an eighty; and we beg leave to observe 
that the ships now building, are of inferior capaci- 
ty to some ships of other nations having but two 
decks. 

The payment of moneys not coming within the 
province of the board, they can offer no definitive 
information upon that subject. Upon this branch 
of the we aed | they can only afford information as 
to the probable amount of the contracts made by 
them. As to the payments made upon these con- 
tracts, and upon the purchases of the respective 
navy agents, as also the payments to the superin- 
tencdants of timber, moulding, the carpenters and 
laborers employed in procuring timber, in the con- 
struction of the ships, and in the preparatory ar- 
rangements in the different navy yards, and for 
the transportation of timber, it is presumed that 
the auditor ofnavy accounts can afford precise in- 


On the subject of advances upon contracts, the 
board beg leave to observe, that in two instances 
only, namely, those for cannon, carronades, and) 
shot, have they stipulated to make advances. In 
these cases they agreed to depart from their gene- 
ral rule upon the subject, with a view to the im- 
provement of the ordnance of the navy, which, hav- 
ing been found extremely defective, rendered it 
necessary to make a series of experiments, which 
subjected the contractors to considerable expense. 

‘The navy commissioners would here respectful. 
ly observe, that their attention has been engaged, 
since the act of the 29th April, 1816, in procuring, 
within the shortest period possible, the live oak 
timber necessary in the construction of the ships 
authorized by that act. They found in the outset 
much diffculty in forming contracts for this arti- 
cle; the live oak growing only in places remote 
from our navy yards, and where it can be got out 
only in certain months in the year, interposed in- 
surmountable difficulties to its being immediately 
procured: no contractor would engage to deliver 
the frame of a frigate in less than two seasons.— 
One cutting season only having elapsed since the 
passage of the act of the 29th April, 1816, will show 
why a greater quantity of this timber has not at 
this time been delivered. 

The commissioners now entertain no doubt of 


wee 


(rial necessary in their construction; and if it should 
he the wish of the executive, to launch them with- 
in the period contemplated by the law, and for the 
sum appropriated. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

JONH RODGERS. 
President of the navy board. 
The hon: B. W. Crowninshield, 
secretary of the navy. 

OPTo the foregoing is attached minute details 
of the proceedings of the navy commissioners. The 
live oak timber contracted for, in the whole is esti- 
mated to cost $462,463 43;—the copper, 1,608,835 
pounds $491,922 60;--cannon, carronades and 
shot, §113,496;—oak and pine plank, beams, &c. 
&c.a great quantity, estimated to cost $201,878 19; 
—American canvas to cost $49,700;—lead and 
iron, large quantities. The steam engine, of 100 
horse power, is contracted for, at $30,000, exclu- 
sive of the boilers. 
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Foreign Articles. 
EUROPE, GEN®RALLY. 

The coasts of France, England, &c. were visited 
with dreadful gales of wind in December. Lloyd’s 
lists from the ninth to the twenty-third of that 
month gives the names of nearly 200 vessels 
wrecked! Many lives were lost, several of the ves- 
sels being transports. 

ENGLAND, &c. 

There have been considerable fluctuations in the 
British stocks—but consols were at 82. One of 
the causes of the fluctuation is said to be in the 
differences between Spain and Portugal, whence 
it would make “it necessary for England at least 
to go to the expense of preparation in order to pre- 
vent a war.” 

The dreadful fever that we have frequently spok- 
en of as raging in several parts of Irelanc, instead 
of affording a prospect of diminution, appears to 
be gaining a more extensive ground. It is consi- 
dered contagious. 

We lately noticed an account of an immense 
estate left to a youth in England, by a stranger, and 
a person unknown—we have also read teh columns 
of matter, perhaps, about a girl named M‘Avoy 
that pretended to see through the ends of her fin- 
gers; and could, completely blindfolded, tell the 
hour by a watch on feeling the outside of the 
glass!'~—These things are were Carabooings. 

FRANCE. 

The French government seems very anxious to 
raise an army Of 150,000 men besides guards, &c. 
It is impossible that the present pone can feel 
easy under the present yoke, and patiently submit 
to the dictates of foreigners. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The duke of Wellington has failed in another 
action against a printer at Brussels, for a libel, and 
been condemned to pay all the costs attending 
the prosecution. 





AUSTRIA, | 
The imperial family has returned to Vienna, after 
a four months tour through the Austrian states. A 
match between the crown prince of Austria and a 
princess of Bavaria is spoken of. 
SWEDEN. 
Paper currency in 1802, 14 millions—in 1817, 
30 millions. 
RUSSIA. 











being able to procure all the live oak required for 
the ships authorized, as well as every other mate- 


The whole east and north east part of Siberia, 
‘and Kamschatka were infested with a great num- 
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ber of bears, rendered desperate for the want of; where the general quarters of the division under 
food. Sometimes they had killed and devoured | the command of don Pascuel de Linan, field mar- 
each other, and many. were found that had perish. | shal, are actually stationed in obedience to the su- 
ed with hunger. In several settlements they had} perior order of the third inst. issued by his excel- 
killed between 2 and S00 of them—they never] lency don John Ruiz De Apodaca, viceroy; and 
were known to have been so savage and blood-| having been directed by said order, to witness the 
thirsty. The cause of these things 1s attributed to} performance, we did so; and in order that it: may 
the want of fish for two years past in the neighbor-| so appear, we hereunto set our signatures at the 


ing seas. 4 
EAST INDIES. 
Moderate. The Mahrattas have been compelled 
to cede to the East India company a territory pro- 
ducing a revenue of a million and a half. 


CHINA. 
The importation of opium, ‘dirt for smoking,” is 
prohibited in the “celestial empire” of Chins.— 
The merchants of Canton have given notice that 


a 


‘ 


same spot of Bellaco, on the 14th November, 1817. 


Francis Romeo. 
Joseph Martin. 
Joseph Muria Quintero Castro. 
Joaquin Sanchez Badajoz. : 
Joseph Poledoy Lorenzana. 
Joseph Fernandez y Cobos. 
Joaquin Gata. 

I, Don Manvet Fatcon, surgeon of the 1st Ame- 


they will not become. securities for any ships tha! rican battalion, do certif:, that at 6 o’clock P. M. 


bring it. 
SPANISH AMERICA. 
Death of general Minu.—If any doubt has hereto- 


of this day, I was called upon to inspect the corpse 


of the traitor Xavier Mina, which had been shot 
two hours before; wherein I fouad a wound suaffi- 


fore existed respecting the fate of the patriot ge- ciently large in the head, at the occipital bone, 


neral Mina, the question is now put at rest by the 
subjoined documents, translated from our late Sp 
nish papers. The blood-thirsty myrmidons of Fer. 
dinand have at length succeeded in destroying one 
of the bravest and most enterprizing assertors of 
independence; and that their “adored master” may 
be well ausured of the fact, his excellency the vice-, 
roy has caused to be published, minu‘e certificates 
of all the spurcHERs engaged in the laudable work 
of murdering a great man—a hero—at whose name 
they often trembled,— Charleston City Gazette. 


Translated for the City Gazette, from the Havana 
Commercial Daily Advertiser, of the 24th of Ja-| 
nuary, 1818. 





Mexico, December 15. 
Punishment of the traitor XAVIER MINA. 
OrriciaL neEPoRT, by don Pacuel de Linan, field 
marshal. 
Most excellent sir—i have the honor to forward 
to your excellency, the documents proving the ex- 
ecuiion, and the inquest held by a person of the 


which was entirely fractured, as the balls which 
made said breach went out through the mouth, de- 
sttoying both jaws; also, another wound in the shoul- 
der, inflicted by the same weapons, whereby the 
breast was perforated; which wounds are recipro- 
cally mortal, as the corpse exhibited. 

I declare this to be the truth; certifying it at the 
top of Bellaco, this LIth November, 1817. 

MANUEL FALCON, 

J, Don. Joseph Anthony Benavides, adjutant major 
of the Ist American infantry regiment, actually 
charged with the duties thereof, it being acciden- 
tally under the command of Don John Rafols, ser- 
geant major; do certify, that the signature which 
appears in the preceeding certificate is that which 
Don Manuel Falcon, associate surgeon to the regi- 


r ° 
ment, did always, and does actually write. And in 


order that it may so appear whenever required, I 

sign these presents, with the approbation of my 

commander, on the top of Bellaco, November 17, 

1817. JOSEPH ANTHONY BENAVIDES. 
FLORIDA. 





faculty, on the body of the traitor Xavier Mina, 


Some of the forces that were under Aury had 


which took place on the 11th inst. pursuant to the! jeg, Amelia, on the 24th ult. destination unknown, 


order issued by your excellency, on the 3d, after 
having performed your instructions therein receiv 
ed, relative to drawing from him, answers to ail the 
questions put by your excellency, and after he re- 
ceived the Christian assistance. 

In conjunction with all the officers under my 
command, I tender you our sincere acknowledge- 
metits, for the thanks that your exvellency has 
been pleased to give us, in the name of the king 
our lord, for the capture of the rebel. 


May God preserve your excellency many years. q 
General orders on the hill of Bellaco, 17th of » 


November, 1817. 
PASCUEL DE LINAN. 
To the most excellent vice-roy, 
Don John Ruiz de Apodaca, 


We, don Francis Romeo, lieut. colonel, command- 


|The commodore still remained, but was expected 
soon to sail in bis brig, the Mexican Congress, for- 


rested and held to answer, by civil process, for 


' several debts, 
| We see an article from a Jamaica paper on the 
rvalue of Florida. The atiention of the British go- 
vernment is invited te it that the J/mericans may 
,be prevented from forming a durable navy—saying 
that all the live oak timber we had collected was 
estroyed by sir Alexander Cochrane, and that we 
ave only a few scattered trees standing, “sufficient 
perhaps to build a frigate.” ‘This shews “how the 
wind blows.” We have nota very great supply of live 
oak, but the frames of seven 74’s and six frigates 
are contracted for, from “scattering trees.” 
| ‘Fhe Savannah Republican, speaking of the same 


'merly the Calypso, of Baltimore. He had been art» 


ing the regiment of the line infantry of New-Spain; ‘article, says—Our fleet, we know, is not an emp- 
don Joseph Martin, commanding the Ist American: ty phantom that haunts the terrified imarination of 
battalion; don Joseph Polledo Lorenzana, of the’ Join Bull, but a scourge which the Ruler, of all 
same rank and corps; as also, don Joaguin Sanchez nations has created to punish the tyrant and de- 
Badajoz, don Joseph Maria Quintero, commanding | spoiler of the seas. We are not therefore surprised 
the Ist battallion of Zaragoza; and don Joseph Fer. | that he should view its increase with fearful for- 
nandez Cobos, and don Joaguin Guth, both brevet: bodings ef the future sorrow it is to occasion him, 
captains, belonging to the line infantry regiment) and that he should adopt every measure calcuiated 
of Ferdinand Vil:—Do certify, that on the 11th 
November inst. at 4 o0’clock, P. M. the traitor Xa-) whomsoever the Fioridas may fall, our navy will.be 
vier Mina, was shot on the top of the hill Bellaco,\ very litue affected by the event. Not to speak of 





ta avoid the coming blow. But into the hands of 
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the immense forests of live-oak spread over the 
coast of Louisiana and that part of West Florida 
in our possession, enough of that valuable timber 
may be obtained in Georgia and South Carolina to 
build a sufficient number of American ships to 
chase the English fleet from the ocean and capture 
it in the best defended harbors of the British em- 
pire.” 








CONGRESS. 


The following message of the president of the 
United States was received on the 10th inst. 

To the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States. 

As the house appropriated for the president of 
the United States will be finished this year, it is 
thought to merit the attention of congress in what 
manner it should be furnished, and what measures 
ought to be adopted for the safe keeping of the 
furniture in future. All the public furniture provided 
before 1814, having been destroyed with the public 
building im that year, and little afterwards procur- 
ed, owing to the inadequacy of the appropriation, 
it has become necessary to provide almost evéry 
article requisite for such an establishment; whence, 
the sum to be expended will be mueh greater 
than at any former period. ‘The furniture, in its 
kind and extent, is thought to be an object not less 
deserving attention than the building for which it 


.is intended. Both being national objects, each 


seem to have an equal claim to legislative sanction. 
The disbursement of the public money, too, 
ought, it is;spresumed, to be provided for in like 
manner be provided for by law. The person who 
may happen to be placed by the suffrage of his fel- 
low citizens, in this high trust, having no personal 
interest in these concerns, should be exempted 
from undue responsibility respecting them. 

For a building so extensive, intended for a pur- 
pose exclusively national, in which, in the furniture 
provided for it, a mingled regard is due to the 
simplicity and purity of our institutions, and to the 
character of the people who are represented in it, 
the sum already appropriated has preved altogeth-. 
er inadequate. The present is, therefore, a pre- 
per time for congress to take the subject intocon-' 
sideration, with a view to all the objects claiming 
attention, and to regulate it bylaw. On a know- 
ledge of the furniture procured, and the sum ex- 
pended for it, a just estimate may be formed, re- 
garding the extent of the building, of what will 
still be wanting to furnish the house. Many of the 
articles being of a durable nature, may be handed 
dowa through along series of service; and being 
of great value, such as plate, ought not to be left 
altogether, and at all times, to the care of servants 
alone. It seems to -be adviseable that a public 
agent should be charged with it during the occa- 
sional absences of the president and have authority 





This guard will necessarily cease when the build- 
ings are finished, at which time the interest in 
them will be proportionably augmented. It is pre- 
sumed that this trust is, in a certain degree at 
least, incidental to the other duties of the super- 
intendant of the public buildings, but it may me- 
rit consideration whether it will not be proper to 
charge him with it more explicitly, and to give him 
authority to employ ene or more persons under him, 
for these purposes. JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Feb. 10, 1818. 

The message was read and referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole to whom is referred the bill 
to provide for erecting additional buildings for the 
accommodation of several executive departments. 


SENATE. 

Feb. 13. The bill supplementary to the act fur- 
ther extending the time for issuing and locating 
military land warrants; the bill to authorize cer- 
tain purchasers of public lands to withdraw their 
entries and transfer the monies paid thereon; and 
the bill for the relief of Richard M. Johnson; were 
successively read the third time, passed, and sent 
to the house of representatives. 


Feb. 16. Mr. Sanford presented the memorial 
of the New-York Irish emigrant association, pray- 
ing that a portion of unsold lands (in the Illinois 
territory) may be granted to trustees, on an ex- 
tended term of credit, for the purpose of being 
settled by emigrants from Ireland. 

Mr. Lacock presented the petition of sundry dry 
good traders and master-tailors of Philadelphia, 
representing certain grievances and evils under 
which their business labors, from various causes, 
from which they pray relief: and also praying that 
additional auties may be imposed on imported rea- 
dy made clothes, and means devised to prevent the 
illegal introduction thereof. 


Feb. 17. After other business— 

Considerable discussion again took place and se- 
veral amendments were proposed. Nothing im- 
portant decided. 

Mr. Tait, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill authorizing the president of the 
United States to establish two naval depots and 
dock-yards, at such fit places as he shall designate, 
and appropriating——-dollars for the object; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. 

A message having been received from the house 
of representatives announcing their determination 
to adhere to their disagreement to the senate’s 
amendment to the military appropriation bill— 

Mr. Campbell moved that the senate recede from 
said amendment; which motion was decided in 
the affirmative. | 

So this amendment was accordingly withdrawn, 
and the secretary ordered to inform the house of 
representatives thereof. 

The senate then occupied a considerable time on 





to transfer it from one president to another, and 
likewise to make reports of occasional deficiencies, 
as the basis on which further provision should be 
made. 

It may also merit consideration, whether it may 
not be proper to commit the care of the public 
buildings, particularly the president’s house and 
the capitol, with the grounds belonging to them, 
including likewise the furniture of the latter, in a 
more especial manner, to a public agent. Hither- 
to the charge of this valuable property seems to 
have been connected with the structure of the 
buildings, and committed to those employed in it. 











‘the bill providing for the surviving revolutionar y 
isoldiers; but adjourned without coming to any im- 
portant decision. 


Feb. 18. Mr. Crittenden, from the committee 
on the judiciary, reported the bill from the house 
of representatives, to provide for the recovery of 
fugitive slaves, &c. with sundry amendments. 

The senate took up the report of the commit- 
tee of finance, on the enquiry referred to them, 
into the expediency of repealing the duty on salt, 
and in concurrence with that report, it was 

Resolved, That it is not expedient to repeal the 
law imposing a duty on salt. 
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Mr. Barbour submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to \inquire into the expediency of 
changing the mode of supplying the troops of the 
United States by contract, and substituting one 
cheaper and more efficient, by subjecting the par- 
ties undertaking that duty to military law, in case 
of delinquency. 

The senate, in gommittee of the whole, resumed 
the consideration of the bill for the relief of the 


. 7 7 >. ? 
surviving revolutionary patriots, and made some| 


progress therein. 

OPThe vice president of the United States and 
president of the senate, having heretofore been 
prevented by indisposition, arrived in Washington 
city this day. 

_ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Feb. 13. Mr. Johnson of Ky. from the 
committee on military affairs, reported a bill re- 
pealing so much of the act of July 6, 1812, as al- 
lows extra pay and emoluments to brevet rank; 
which was read, and (after some conversation on 
the course it should take, and after once deciding 
against a commitment, but which decision subse- 
quently was reconsidered and reversed) was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole house. 

On motion of Mr. J. S. Smith, the secretary of the 
treasury was requested to lay before the house a 
statement of the number of tons of bar iron, iron 
in pigs, and cast and rolled iron, that has been im- 
ported into the U. States annually, and from what 
countries, from the first of May, 1812, to the first 
of May, 1817, and if any, what quantity has been 
exported during the same period. 


Point, a preference shall be given to the sons of the 
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 
who were killed in battle, or died in the service of 
the United States, in the late war, giving a prefer- 
ence to those least able to educate themselves, and 
best qualified for the military profession, and to be 
distributed as equally as practicable throughout the 
several states and territories, according to the ratio of 
representation. 
In this shape the resolution was adopted bya 
considerable majority. 
The house then, on motion of Mr. Jlopkinson, 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Smith of Md.in the chair, on the bill to establish 
an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
U. States. 
The reading of this bill (which contains fifty 
four printed folio pages) occupied the rema:nder 
of the sitting; after the reading was finished; 
ave committee rose, obtained leave to sit again, 
a1 
The house adjourned to Monday. 
Monday, Feb. 16.—Mr. Williams, of N. C. made 
a supplementary report on the petition of John 
Ireland, which had, on his motion, been recom- 
mitted to the committee of claims. 
This report adduces as further testimony against 
the claim of John Ireland, a letter addressed by 
com. Barney to a member of the house, denying 
the fact that the destruction of the house for which 
compensation is claimed, was attributable to the 
occupation thereof by the flotilla-men under his 
command, ke. 

On this report some little debate took place, in 
which Mr. Stuart questioned the force of this sort 


_- Mr. Johnson of Kentucky, offered the following of epistolary declaration, in contradiction to the 


motion for consideration: 


opposing evidence of several persons on oath; and 


Resolved, that the secretary of war be directed|Mr. Smith, of Md. questioned the correctness of 
to report to the house of representatives, /is opinion | a particular part of the report. To both of these 
as to the propriety of continuing the office of| gentlemen Mr. Williams of N. C. replied. 

claims for the term of one year, from the 9th of} The report was ultimately ordered to lie on the 


April next. 


After some remarks the resolution, as stated, 


was agreed to. 


table. 


On motion of Mr. Bloemfeld, the committee on 
foreign relations were instructed to enquire into 


Mr. Harrison rose, according to notice yesterday |the expediency of establishing the residence of a 
given, to ask leave to bring in a bill to extend half-jconsul at Mogadore, in the empire of Morocco. 


pay pensions for five years, to the widows of sol- 


[Mr. B. assigned as a reason for this motion the 


diers who died in the public service during thejadvantages which would result from a consulgte 


late war, &c. 


there, &c. and particularly fram the opportunity 


The leave asked was given, by a vote of 55 to 52, |it would afford of redeeming from captivity our 
and a committee appointed to prepare a bill ac-|ship-wrecked mariners and other citizens, who 


cording ly. 


might be unfortunate enough to fall into the hands 


The house took up the report of the conferees|of the Arabs, &c. 


on the part of this house, on the subject of the dis. 
agreeing votes of the two houses; and 


The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Bloomfeld in the chair, on the 


On motion of Mr. Lowndes, the house resolved |bili to establish an uniform bankrupt law. 


to adhere to its disagreement to said amendment. 
The heuse then resumed the consideration of the 


My. Hopkinson rose, and in an elaborate speech, 
the delivery of which occupied from 1 until near 4 


resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Iodertson, of o'clock, spoke in support of the measure; when 


Louisiana, to instruct the military committee to 
enquire into the expediency of educating at the 
military school of the United States the sons of all 


The committee rose, and reported progress; and 
The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 17.—On motion of Mr. Comstock, 


officers, non commissioned officers, or privates,/the committee on military affairs were instructed 


who have fallen in fighting for their country. 
After disposing of several propositions to amend 
the resolution, and some discussion of its objects, 


A substitute was offered by Mr. Moore, of Pa. as|of the late war, has lost her husband, two sons 
° . ' 
as follows, which, after being amended, by expung- 


ing the words in Jtalic, was agreed to: 

That the commiitee on military affairs be in- 
Structed to enquire into the expediency of bringing 
ina bill embracing the following principles, viz. 
That inall applications hereafter, for the admis- 
Sion of cadets into the military academy of West 











to enquire into the expediency of making further 
provision by law for the maintenance and support 
of Catharine Low, who, since the commencement 





and a son-in-law, in the military service of the 
United States, and is in indigent circuinstances 
. £xecutive messages. | 
A message was received from the president, en- 
closing a report of the secretary of state, trans- 
mitting to him the remainder of the correspondenge 
‘between our ministersin Spain, and vhe Spanish 
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government, touching Morillo’s blockade of the 
southern coast. The documents are not of much 
importance, but shall be published at an early day. 

The following message was also received from 
the president, by the hands of Mr. J. J. Monroe, 
his secretary: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the Uni- 
ted States. | 
Wasaineron, Feb. 12, 1818. 

I lay before congress copies of two communica- 
tions received at the department of state, from the 
minister of Great Britain, and submit to their con- 
sideration the propriety of making such legisla. 
tive provisions as may be necessary for a compli- 
ance with the representations contained in them. 

By the express terms of that compact, it was, 
when ratified by the two governments, to be in 
force for the term of four years from the day of tts 
signature. The revocation of all the discriminat- 
ine duties became therefore the obligations of both 
the governments from that day, and it is con- 


ceived that every individual who has been required | 


to pay, and has paid, any of the extra duties re- 
voked by the convention, has a just and lewful 





| Sweden and in Russia, instead of being rolled, is, 

in the same process, hammered, but when the iron 
is manufaetared into bar or bolt, whether by rolling 
or hammering, itis in precisely the same progress 
of manufacture, and is in every respect applicable 
to the same purposes of use and ulterior manufac- 
ture, and consequently is, to all intents,a “like 
article.’ But, by the inequality of the duties 
which have been imposed, it seems to have been 
imagined, that rolled bar and bolt iron is in a stage 
of manufacture beyond that of hammered iron, and 
you will observe that this supposition is strength- 
ened by the circumstance of its being classed with 
anchors, which are ina state of complete and finish. 
ed manufacture, and are worth 35/. per ton in the 
British market, whilst bar and bolt iron is only 
worth 11/. per ton. 

It isto be assumed that whenever duties areim. 
posed on any foreign article, ina graduated scale 
proportioned to its manufactured state, it is intend. 
ed that the duty should be regulated by that state 
alone, and not by the process of which it is brought 
to that state. 

fron, in a certain state of manufacture, is to be 











claim upon the respective governments for its re-, charged with a certain duty; the means of bring- 
turn. From various accidents, it has happened that, | ing it to that state, whether by hammering or rol- 
bo-h here and in Great Britain, the cessation of ling, is not to be had in consideration; for, if it 
the extra duties has been fixed tocommence at dif-| were, the: effect would be to force each nation to 
ferent times. It is desirable that congress should, use exactly the same process, and, what certain} 
pass an act providing for the return of ail the ex-|never could have been mtended, to check me 
tra duties incompatible with the terms of the conven-| punish the application of ingenuity and improve- 
tion which have been levied upon British vessels or, ment. 

merchandize of the U. States, in the ports of Great} Considering, therefore, that the bar and bolt iron 
Britain since that day. It is not doubted that the | manufactured in Great Britain is, according to the 
British government will comply with this requisi-| true spirit and intent of the 2d article of the trea- 


tion, and that the act suggested may be passed by ty of commerce, in every respect a “like article” 


congress with full confidence that the reciprocal 
measure will receive the sanction of the British 
parliament. JAMES MONROE. 
Mr. Bagot, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipo- 
tentiary, to Mr. Monroe, secretary of state. 
Wasuinetoy, Nov. 18th, 1816. 

Stn—I have the honor to call your attention to 
one of the provisions of an act of the United States’; 
congress, passed on the 27th of Aprillast, entitled 
“an act to regulate the duties on import and ton- 
nage,” which appears to have originated in some 
misapprehension of the real nature of one of the 
principal manufactories of Great Britain, and which 
has had an operation not only very prejudicial to 
the Briiish manufacturer, but contrary, as it should 
seem, to the spirit and intent of the 2d article of 
the commercial] treaty. 

By the 2d article of the commercial treaty be- 
tween Great Britain and the Uniied States, it is 
stipulated “that no higher duties shall be imposed 
Son the importation of any articles the growth, 
“produce, or manufacture, of his Britannic majes- 
“ty’s territories, in Europe, than are or shall be 
“payable on the like articles, being the growth, 


- “produce, or manufacture of any other foreign 


“countries.” 

By the act of the United States, to which I have 
referred, it is among other things, enacied in the 
6th section, that, upon importaiion into the United 
States, iron in bars and bolts, except iron manufac- 
tured by rolling, shail pay a duty of 45 cents per 
ewt. and that in bars and bolts, when manufaciur- 
ed by rolling, and anchors, it shall pay a duty of 
150 cents per cwt. 

It was probabiy not known that the bar and bolt 
iron, manufactured in Great Britain, is in the last 
process rolled, whereas the same article, both in 








with that manufactured in Sweden and Russia, it is 
hoped that such measures will be taken by the 
government of the United States, as will allow of 
its admission to importation at the same rate of 
duty, and will place the British manufacturer in 
that state of equality, in respect to foreign nations, 
as may accord with the undoubted intention of 
the late treaty of commerce between the two 
countries. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consi- 
deration, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES BAGOT. 





Mr. Bagot, envoy extraordinary and minister pleni- 
potentiary, to Mr. Adams, secretary of stuie. 
Wasainctros, December 8th, 1817. 

Stn—In my letter to the secretary of the cepart- 
ment of state of the 9th of July, 1816, I had the 
honor to point out the difference of the periods 
at which effect had been given, in the two coun- 
tries, to the convention of the 3d of Jsly, 1815, 
and to request that all discriminating duties of 
nature similar to those described in his royal 
highness the prince regent’s order in council @ 
the 17th of Augus:, 1815, which might have been 
levied between the date of that order, and the 224 
of the following December, upon goods imported 
into the United States in British built ships might 
be refunded. 

No mention having been made in his royal high 
ness’s order in council of alien tonnage duties, 
they were not adverted to in the application which 
I had the honor to make; but as it was known that 
they had in fact been remitted by Great Britain, 
the American legislature, in strict observance 0! 
the spirit and iatention of the convention, included 
them in the act passed on the 3d of last March) 












authorising the secretary of the treasury to caus 
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repayments to be made of certain alien duties.— 
By this act however, it was only provided, that the 
alien tonnage duty levied upon British ships in 
American ports stibsequently to the 17th of Au- 

ust, 1815, should be refunded; whereas the same 

uties levied upon American ships in British ports, 
were remitted from the date of the signatures of 
the convention. : 

In order, therefore, that his majesty’s subjects 
may partake of ihe fuil benefit of the reciprocity 
intended by the convention, I have, the honor to re- 
quest, that remission may also be made of the 
amount of the alien tonnage duties which may 
have been levied upon British ships in the ports of 
the United States between the 3d of July and the 
17thot August, 1815, 

I have the honor to be, with the highest conside- 
ration, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

, CHARLES BAGOT. 

The message was read and referred to the com- 
mittee of ways and means. 

Uniform bankrupt law : 

The remainder of the day was spent in commit- 
tee of the whole on the bill to establish an uni- 
form system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States. 

Mr. Tyler moved to strike out the first section 
of the bill, and supported the motion by a speech 
of considerable length. 

Mr. Holmes, of Mass. followed, in a speech of 
about the same extent, on the same side of the 
question. 

Mr. Pindall next took the floor; and had spoken 
for an hour and a halfon the same side of the ques- 
tion; when, having given way for a motion to that 
effect 

The committee rese, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again, 

And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18.—Mr. Hugh Neilson, from the 
committee on the judiciary, reported a bill for the 
more corivenient organization of the courts of the 
United States, and for the appomtment of cir- 
cuit judges. [Providing that the judges of the 
supreme court shall, from and after April neat, 
cease to perform the duties of circuit judges; 
that the supreme court shall consist permanently 
of one chief justice and four associate justices, 
whenever vacancies shall reduce it to that number; 
that this court shall be holden in May and Decem.- 
ber, annually; that there be appointed eight circuit 
judges, to hold circuit courts twice a year in the 
several districts, in conjunction with the district 
judges, &c.] The bill was twice read and commit- 
ted. : 

The house again resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr Biloom/feld in the chair, on the bill 
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Mr. Mille, Mr. Storrs, and Mr. Wiiliams.of Con. 
delivered speeches of considerable length in favor 
of the bill, and Mr, Tucker of Va. against it; when 
Fhe committee rase, reported progress and ob- 
tained leave tosit again. : 

In the senate, Feb. 19. The vice president of the 
United States took his seat. Much debate was 
had on the bill for the relief of gen. St. Clair;— 
nothing decided. 

ere 


CHRONICLE. 
Maryland claims. The editor of the Weexrr 
ReoisreER, with the public at large, believed that a 
part of the claims of the state of Maryland against 
the United States, for military services during the 
late war, were of the same character as those of 
Massachusetts, as having been caused by the op- 


| pugnation of our executive to that of the general 


government; and we were justified in this belief 
by certain silly anti-national proceedings of the 
legislature. But on Monday last the editor had 
the pleasuré of a short and very interesting con- 
versation with Mr. Kerr, who had then just re- 
turned from Washington, whither he was sent as 
agent of the state to have those claims adjusted. 
He stated, that there had not been any such op- 
pugnation as had been supposed; but that the ex- 
ecutive of this state had always submitted itself 
to that of the United States; and that the accounts, 
which had not been settled, were caused by the 
calling out of the militia to defend the shores of 
the Chesapeake against the assailants of the ene- 
my, by their local oficers—thé opportunity to ap- 
prize the governor of emergencies, owing to our 
peculiar situation, being, in many cases, denied; 
and that these things being duly considered, it was 
concluded that those claims ought to be paid and 
they will be paid as soon as the vouchers shall have: 
undergoné the needful examination. 

New-York cluims, &c. Gen. Lamb, deputed by 
the governor of New York for the purpose, has ef- 
fected a final adjustment with the war depart- 
ment for ordnance, arms and other military stores 
furnished by New York to the general government. 
during the late war. This adjustment, it is under- 
steod, restores to the state, upwards of thirty 
pieces of cannon, and twelve thousand stand of 
arms, and other miiitary stores, exceeding two 
hundred thousand doliars in value. 

Exports of the United States. The amount of the 
exports of the United States for the year endin 
Sept. 50, 1817, was of the value of $87,671,596 
viz. domestic articles 68,313,500; foreign 
19,358,069. The usual tables shall be inserted as 
soon as we can fiud room for them. 

Internal taxes. We have also a large volume re- 
lating to the int-rnal duties and direct tax, of 








to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy. | 
Mr. Rindalihaving concluded his remarks against 


the bifl, Mr. Sergeant and Mr. Smith, of Mad. deh-| 


vered able arguments in favor of it, the former at 
greater length. 

And the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again; which Mr. Bassett in vain 
obje¢ted to granting, the leave being accorded by 
a large majoriiy. 

And the house adjourned. 


which a satisfactory abstract shall be made as soon 
|as possible, for the use of our readers. 

| A famous chief, col. Richard Brown, head man 
of the Cherokees, lately died in Tennessee, on his 
| way to Washington city, on thé business of his 
| tribe. He was a gallant warrior and an honest 
/iman, much relied upon in war and in peace by his 
| people. - He headed the Cherokees who served un- 
| der gen. Jackson in the Creek war, and had the 
entire confidence of the general. He was severely 


Thursday, Feb. 19. After much business of no| wounded at the Horse Shoe. 


present importance— 
The house having again resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Livermore in the chair, 


The new bridge over the Susquehannah, at Lew- 
isburg, is highly spoken of. From the face of the 
two abutments it is 1171 feet 6 inches long. It cost 





on the bil! to establish an uniform system ofbank-| $55,000. The contract was made on the 4th of 


rupter, 


| July, 1816, and was finished in 1817. 
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_ A-branch of the bank of the United States is to 
be established at the city of ALpany, in New York. 

Official information has been received that major 
general Jackson has removed the head quarters of 
the south division of the army to Fort Scott, near 
the confines of Georgia. | 

The legislature of New York has, on motion of 
Mr. Meigs, passed a resolution to remove the re- 
mains of the gallant general Montrcomerr, who fell 
at Quebec, and which lie buried near the spot 
where he received his mortal wound, undistin- 
guished by any monument. 

A committee was appointed to provide the means 
of removing those remains to St. Paul’s church in 
the city of New-York, to be deposited near the 
monument erected in that church to his memory. 

_ WEALTH OF LovIs1aNa. In inserting the article 
headed “‘Wealth of Louisiana,” page 314, a note 
that we intended to have added, by way of expla- 


until now. Sugar land, by the Milledgeville paper, 
is said to sel) as high as 5000 dollars per acre— 
which is to be understood as an acre front, running 
back the same width several acres, generally forty. 

Commerce of Virginia. —The following is the 
amount of the proceeds of duties on import and 
tonnage paid at the three principal sea-ports of 
Virginia, for the years 1815 and 1816— 


1815. 1816. 
Norfolk, $574,254 94 $662,568 41 
Petersburg, 285,528 66 302,915 44 
Richmond, 328,728 35 262,544 05 








$1,183,511 95 1,228,027 90 
Manufactures.—An English traveller in the Uni- 
ted States, who, in the accustomed spirit of his 
countrymen, has attempted to demonstrate the ne- 
cessity of “putting the Americans down,” seems 
to have discovered the greatest cause of alarm in 
the extension of our manufactures.—“This he con- 
siders as an era of a systematic contest, which must 
inevitably endanger the safety of one or the other 
of the two nations.” 

Hunting. A party of thirteen persons turned out 
in Chatauque couty, New York, for a hunt, and in 
two days killed—1 bear, 17 deer, 102 racoons, 242 
squirrels, 1 skunk and 16rabbits, besides consider- 
able small game. 

Navat court. Washington City, Feb.7.—A court 
of enquiry having been called to enquire iuto the 
loss of the United States’ brig Boxer, under the 
command of lieutenant commandant John Porter, 
the following opinion of the court is promulgated, 








Letters from New Orleans announce that Henry 
Johnson is elected a senator in congress from Lou- 
isiana, vice W. C. C. Claiborne, deceased. - 
Franklin 74—By a recent arrival in the Chesa 
peake, letters have been yesterday received from 
on board the Franklin, 74, commodore Stewart, 
from East Cowes, Isle of Wight, which is insight 
of Portsmouth harbor, stating her arrival there on 
the 15th December, after a prosperous voyage of 
only twenty-one days from Cape Henry kght house, 
(bad weather and severe gales of wind from the 
north and north east, during the first week of De- 
cember, to the contrary notwithstanding;) and a 
subsequent date from Southampton, states her ar- 
rival at Portsmouth, and her being constantly vi- 
sited by numbers of the curious gentry from the 
neighborhood—all ranks of naval and military offi- 
cers—the builders and artizans of the royal docks, 
&e. &c. all of them speaking in commendation of 
her exterior appearance and her justly distinguish- 
ed roomy accommodations within; some, however, 
saying she was a ninety gun, or first rate, in dis- 
guise! Nat. Int. 

The London Star, of December 17, speaking of 
the arrival of the U. States’ ship Franklin, says— 
“Some may feel a little sore at the political pro- 
gress of our quondam colonists, in thus being able 
to send out ships of such a class, bearing an inde- 
pendent flag, and carrying an ambassador to their 
former parent. But such a feeling is unworthy of 
a great nation. May the period be not far distant 
when we shall have to hail the arrival of an ambas- 
sador from the Spanish colonies of America, in 
circumstances of as honorable a state as those in 
which we are now pleased to behold the ambassa- 
dor from our own former colonies, come among us 
as the representative of a distinct and independent 
people!” 

Indian war:—Gen. Glascock’s brigade of Geor- 
gia militia, from the delays that attended their or- 
ganization and march, &c. merely reached the 
neighborhood where their services were expected 
to be wanted, and then returned—their tour of du- 
ty being out. Thus all the expense of this brigade 
and the harrassing of the people it occasioned, 
have produced no possibie good whatever. Another 
brigade had been previously called out to replace 
Glascock’s; but it is believed that before it can 
reach the scene of action its time will also have 
expired! We have a hope that Jackson and his 
mounted Tennesseans will close this tedious and 
wasteful little war with the Seminoles; who are 
committing many murders on the Georgia frontier. 





having been approved by the secretary of the navy. 
After mature deliberation upon the evidence ad- | 
duced, the court are of opinion that the loss of the 


It is understood that the pursuit of them will not 


ve limitted by the Florida line. 
War with the Seminoles—~Tbe volunteers from 


U. S. late brig the Boxer, is to be attributed tothe} Tennessee will deserve the high character which 
strength of the current setting on shore, and the} that state so justly earned during the late war.— 
lightness of the wind; that her going to pieces is | They were rushing to the concentration point.— 
to be attributed to the decayed state of her tim-| Gen. Jackson has issued a spirited address to them, 
bers: and that her officers and crew made every | which we have not time to copy in this sheet. He 
possible exertion in their difficult situation. The | has proceeded to head quarters, and left them to 
court are, therefore, of opinion that no blame can/ follow him under col. 4. P. Hayne, well known to 
be attached to lieutenant commandant John Por-| hiscountry, and deserving its confidence. A com- 
ter, or to either his- officers or crew, in conse: | pany of Kentucky volunteers, from Russelville, has 
quence of the loss of the said brig. | marched to join gen. Jackson. 

The court adjourned, to meet to-morrow morn-| Bust of president Idams. A resolution has passed 
ing, the 16th of January, 1818, at ten o’clock. the Jegislature of Massachusetts, requesting John 

The court met pursuant to adjournment. The! Adams, late president of the United States, to con- 


foregoing minutes were read and approved, and | sent that a model of \11s bust be taken for the pur- 


pose of being sculptured ia marble, and placed in 
one of the public halls of the state house. The 
bust is te be formed of American marble, if any 
can be found of suitable qrrality. 


the court adjourned, sine die. 
R. T. SPENCE, President. 
G. M. Darras, judge advocate. 
Approved, B. W. CROWINSHIELD. 
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